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Pandit Nehru’s Letters
The Solidarity of Islam

Some time back T read with great interest an articie by Sir Molanunud
Ighal on the Selidanity of [slun® Sir Mohammad's writings alwavs
attract me, for thev pneane some insight into 2 world which 1 find
difhicuit to understand. So far s religion and the religious outicok are
concerned, T live in the outer datkness, but, in spite of this deficiency
i e, [ am sufhicienth interested in the Instorical, cultazzl and cven the
philosophical aspects of rehigion.

In his articke Sir Molammad dealt with the ssue created betvcen the
Qadimis and the orthedox Muslims and considered this as ‘cutremely
important’ and affecting the integrity of the parent comwunit;. The
Qudignis, accurding to Wi, had discarded the basic idea of Islam—the
fnality of prophcthood—and had reverted to some extent to exly Judaism
and the pre- Jslanic \I-lgiun enltwre. He was therefore of opinien that
thie ‘rehcdions moup” Shedid wot be allowed w0 carmv oo its subversie
propaganda, ard, i any event, should not be permitted to masquerade
as Nicshims. Quaaiani feaders dud not accept Sir Mohammad's argumenc
and vigorously repelled some of tus statements.

Sic \lohammad s arhicle ra'ses a host of issues and inakes one furiously
to think in many directions. I hope that he will develop some of his
points in future writings, for they descrve a full discassion.  For the
moment 1 am concemned with one aspect of his argument only. It
would be impestinent of me to discuss the validity or otherwise of this
argument from the point of view of Isiam, That i » matter tor erudite
Musinee. For ane Sie Mobammad s an anthorine on Islam worth of
respect and 1 ommst assume that he tepresents the erthedox viewpout
cotrectlv,

If that s so, | presuine that Turkey under the Ataturk Kemal hay
certainh ceased to be an Ishunic country in any scnse of the word
Evpt has been powerfullv influenced by religions reformers who have
ticd to put new ganeents ou the ancient truths, and, T imagine,
that St Molammad docs not approve.of this modernist tendency. The

1. Almors Dastrict Jad, 20 Augmt 1935, Pubﬁsllcd in Modern Review, November
1935, pp. 504 505,

Iqhal published in 1934 the article called Qadianis and the Orthodsx Muslim.
The rehgious movement of Qudisupn was started in 1889 by Mirza Ghulun
Ahined wh claimed to be the “promised Prophet of evesy nation™

2
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Arabs of Syna and Palestine more or less follmy Ezyptian thonght-
currents and arc partly inflenced by Turkey's exampie. fran is defi-
nitcly looking for its cuitural inspiration to pre-Islnnic Maghan days.
In all these countrics, indeed in. every country of western and middle
Asia, matiomalist ideas are rapidly growing, usually at the expense of
the pure and orthodox religions outlook. Islam, as Sir Mohammad tells
us, repudiates the race idea (and of course the geographical idca) and
founds itself on the religious idea alone. But in the Ishimic countrics
of western Asia we fud today the race and geograplu:al wdeas all-power
ful. The. Tutk takes pride in the Turanian face; the Iranian in his
own ancient racial traditions; the Egyptian and Syiian {as wcll as the
people of Yalestine, Teunsfordan and Traq) dream of Arab unity in
which the Mustim and Christian Arabs will share.

AlL this clearly shows that these nations have fallen away fiom the
ideal of klamic solidarity which Sir Mohammad lavs down. Where
then does this solidarity exist at present’ Not in Central Asia, for in
the Soviet parts the breakaway from orthodoxy is far greater; in the
Chiuese pars the predominant currents a1e  puobably  pationalist
{Turanian) and Soviet. Afghanistan and Arabia proper remain in
Asia, and then there are « mumber of Dlamic cuuntrics in Noith
Aftica, apart froin Fgvpt. How far this orthiodox autlook of religious
solidarity is prevalent there, I do not know, but reports indicate that
nationalistic tdeas have penetrated even there. And nationalism and
the solidarity of Islam do not fit in side by side. Each weakens the
other, -

From Sir Mohanunad's viewpoint this sitiation in the Islamie world
must be a deplorable one. The question of the Qudiunis, important
as he considers it, sinks inte relative insignificance before these world
happenings. He stresses the need of a real Jeader to mse in the Punjab
apparcntie to cunbat the ‘Qudimni mewace’. But what lead does he
give in regard to the wider menace? The Aga Khan, we are told, is
the leader of Indian Dluslins. Does he stand for this solidazity of
Istam as defined by Sic Mohammad Iqhal?

These questions arc relevant even for a nom-Muslim; for on the
answer to them depends the political, social and economic arientation
of Indian Muslims and their rcactions to modern ideas and thought-
currents, in which some of us are interested. Islam being a world
community, its policy must also be a world policy if it is to preserve
that sensc of solidanity.  Sir Mcohammad shoold give us some himt of
this policy fo mect the mationalist, sdciel snd economic problems that

-

confront’ esch comtry sod grodp.
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Pandit Nehru’s Letters

The only hint he gives in the article is a negative one: that religious
reformers should be put down. In this, he tells, us, he cordially agrees
with the orthodox Hindus, and religious refonn is supposed to include
all social refonn. He makes a provisional suggestion also that the dis-
tinction of rural and urban Muslims be -abolished, as this interferes
with the unity of Islam in the Punjab. Presumably the fact that some
Muslims cultivate the fields, some are big landlords and live on rent,
some are professional people living in cities, or bankers, or artisans or
captains of industry, or labourers, some have an abundance of good
things of life while most others starve, will still remain .and will not
interfere with Islamic waity.

Perhaps it is the object of the recentlyformed “Council of Peers
and Moslem Leaders”, of which Sir Mohammad Igbal is a member, to
further this unity and the solidanty-of Islam. To an outsider it seems
a little odd that Christiunr members of the British House of Lowds
should b so inteiested in the progress and solidarity of Islam., DBut
at the lunch at Chidges in London that followed the formation of
this Council, the Aga Khan, we are told, “devcloped the theme of
Anglo-Moslem unity.” Perhaps the two unities lead into one another,
and build up a wider and more embracing unity. It is all very con-
fusiug. I wish Sir Mohaminad would explain and enlighten us.

10. His l-'!lghnésu the Aga Khan'

Sir Mohammad Iqgbal’s earnest plea for the solidarity of Islam and his
protest against fissiparous tendencies led me to wonder as to where the
line shauld be drawn. His Highness the Aga Khan is today considered
the ouotstanding Jeader of the Indian Muslims. The government
treats him and honours himi as such, orthodox Muslim leaders, when-
ever in trouble or faced with difficulty, seek refuge under his sheltering
wings. FEwven Sit Mohainmad might, so to speak, be said to march under
his political banner. Trom the point of view of orthodox Islam and
its unity of conception, politics, sociology and economics can hardly
be scparated from rcligion. One would think therefore that the Aga

1. Almora District Jail, 21 August 1935, Published in Meodern Review, November
1935, pp. 505-507. ’ ’ :
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Pandit Nehru's Letters

Khan was the ideal represcntative of this unity and solidarity of
religious belief, - :

Whether this is so 1 do not know and 1 should weleome wiser -
people to inform me. I have long had a vague kind of idea, bowever,
that he hardly belongs to the inner orthodox fold, and I have admired
him for the truly wonderful way in which he manages to combine,
and graccfully carry in his own person, the most contradictory qualities,
and to take parl in multifarious activities which appear to be mutually
antagonistic and imeconcitable.  He is the head and spiritusl Teader of
a widespread i wealthy scet and, 1 am told, that almost divine
attnbutes are assigned to him by his dévoted followers. He is said
to derive a wast ecclesiastical revenue from the faithful, aud onc of his
sources ot imeoine is supposed to be the granting of spiritual favours
and indulgences. It is interesting fo find these old-world practices being
continued today 1 ap intensive form. DBut the really remarkable fact
is that the spiritual head who supports and encourages these practices
is 2 modem of medems, highly cultured in western ways, a prince of
the turf, most at home in London and Paris. Omly a remarkable
personality could successfully carry this double burden. The Aga Khan
not only does so with supreme case, but he adds to it many publie
and political activitics as well as the leadership of the Indian Muslims.
‘That is an astowishing feat which, even though onc may disagree with
the Aga Khau, fills oue with adwiration for him.

But the question that is toubling me, as a result of reading
Siv Mohamnzd Igbal's statement on the sofidarity of Istam, is how all
this fits w with that solidatty. It may be perfectly justiiable to spend
the money of the faithful on racing; that, after all, is a minor matter.
But is the Aga Khaw's scet a pactuer in that Islamic solidarity or not? I
wemember eeading long ago Matk Twain's account of a visit paid by
the Aga Khan to hin in Bombay., Mark Twain's Indian servant burst
intc his hotel oo one day i a state of extreme cxcitement and
announced that God had come to pay 2 call on him. Mauny pray to
God daily—and Mark T'wain was a religious type of man—and each
one of us, according to his early teaching or mental and spintual
development, has his own couception of God. Bat the best of us are
apt fo be taken aback by a sudden visitation of the Almighty. Maik
"{'wain, after he had recovered trom his inittal surpose, discovered that
God had cowme to him iu the baudsome and corporcal shape of the
Aga Khan B 5t

This chattcterization of the Aga Khan as God was no doubt 2 foolish
crror of Mak Twajn’s servant—and the Aga Khao cannot be held
responsible fur it ' So fac as Ldknow, he does not, claim; divinity. But

am

Losy



Pandit Nehru's Letters

there seem (o be a large pumber of foolish persons about who ascribe
certain divine or semi-divine attributes to iim. Some of the propagand-
ists of the scet describe lim as an avatar ot incamation of the divinity.
They have every right to do <o if they Delieve in it. T have absolotely
no complaint. But how does all this fr in with the solidanty of
Isiain?

A story that Las long fascinated me s the account of the Aga Khan
giving chits or notes of watreduction: for the archange! Gabriel to his
followers, or some of thew. This, so the tale wns, 15 to ensure then
comfort and happinessen the aest world. T cannot vouch for the truth
of this storv, but | do hope that it is hased on fact. There iy Bittle
of womance lett v this diab and dreary world, and to correspond with
au archangel is o wphivating idea. Tt seems to bring heaven nesrer.
and even our libe here down below assumes a roser hue.

Then there s avcther story, not so atfractive, but nevertheless extra-
ordinury couagh.  § had lLeard of # wreviowsly and Tately | read an
account iz book by oan Americay fravellen Colonel E. Alexander
Powell, in hus The Fast Howwe of Mystery, wetermng to the Ags Khan says:

His sapetite s ae gieat, mdeed, w the cyes of Tos followers, that
the water w which he bathes 5 carefully conserved and sold
anfuadly to the represertatives of the varicns Mohammedan sects
at a ceromony 1€k onee each year at Age Khan Hzlt in Bombay.
The price paid for this holy water is the Aga Khau's wuight in nold
the scales wsed for the weighing ceremany bemg adjusted to the
fraction of an ounce troy  As the Aga Khan is a2 plump little
sz, the price paid fou Ius rsed bath water 5 a bigh one.

Coloaei Powell has piobably added some journshistc and  fancy
tnuches of hiv own to this account.  But the story is an old and oft-
repeated one and, to my knowledge, has never been contradicted, If
the Aga Khon ron find 2 profitable vse for his bathi water and at the
suine time serve and exaft faith, surely it i no one’s business to ohject.
Tastes differ and it fakes all sorts to make this world of vurs. But again
I am led to wonder if all this furthers the solidarity and dLmou.;cg,
of Ishm’.

Anether incident comies o my mind. It was after the War when

* Kewal Pasha had deiven out the Grecks and established himself fimmly
in power:in Turkey, His casual treatment of the new \aliph, appomted
by hu-n, drew forth - a prutest--—a very pohte protest—from the Aga

2. Aleng with Sayced Amir Ali, the Aga Khan wiote a letter to Lsmet Pashy,

Prine Mimister of -Turkey, protesthig against the threatened attacks on the
powers of the Caliph.  The letter was condemned as British ‘propaganda.
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Khan and Mr. Amir Ali* Kemat Pasha scented an English conspiracy
and suddenly started a fiege attack on Enghind, the Aga Khan, the
Cabph and some Constantinople journalists.  fle was not very polite
to the Aga Khan and drew all nmanner of unjust inferences from his
long and wtmuate association wath the British Government aud the
niling classes.  Ide poiuted out that the Aga Khan had not been keen
ou following the previons Caliph's religious mandate when war had
broken out between Turkey and England. He even stressed that the
Aga Khan was no tiue Muslim, or at any rate, not an orthodox one,
for did he not beloug to a herctical seet? ANl this and mmuch morne
he sajd, keeu on zaining his end, which was to discredit the Aga Khan
and muake bun ont to be an sccomplice of British foreign policy.  And
making the Aga Kluu's move u pretext, the Atatwh put an end to the
ancient Kinlafat.

Kemai Pasha can hardly be said 1o he an anthooty on s, for e
has deliberately broken away from mauy of il tenets. Hie motives
were  purely  pohitica), but s entiomns were not whoos without
apparent force.

As T wrike this, 1nother aspect of the Aga Klaw's manvsided perso-
nahty comes up before me. It s given in an mtimate, every day
account and s thus ail the more valuable and revealing. [t appears
in the London Bysender and | have come across it in a guotation
the New Statesman. Ths tells us th:lt

Although the Ag,l Khza loves the good things of life—he is «
great gowrmet and bas his own cook—there s a very considerable
spiritnal sidc to s Jife. It is hard to pin hin down cxactly on
this point. Bat he wiil adnit to & strovg fceling of the Dattle
between good and evil. At any mate, he is a wonderfully good
sportsuan, and when Jack Joel offered himi a blank cheque the
othcr day for Bakram he refused because hie said he wanted in his
decrepit old age to be wheeled alongside his Derby winner and
say, '"Well, that was a jolly dayl’

Much to my regret T have never met the Aga Khan. Only once
have 1 seen him. 7This was in the eady noncoaperation days at a
Khilafat nceting in Bombay, where I sat not fur from him oo the
platforw.  But this glimpse of an attractive and rewmarkable personality
was hardly satisfying, aud I have often wanted to find out what curious
guality he posscsses which enables him to 1l with d:stinction so many
and such varied oles, combinipg the thirtcenth century with the

¢1849-1928); wember, Bengal Legislative Council, 1878, judge, Calcorta High
Coiut, §890; appointed fu the judicial committee of the Privy Counal. 1909,
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twentieth, Mecca and Newmarket, this world and the next, spirituality
and macing, politics and pleasure. Wide mdeed mumst be the range of
Islam to include all this in its wnity aod solidarity.

But looking at Sir Mohammad Iqbal's statement I am again led to
doubt, for Sir Mohaminad scers to have little love for the non-conform-
ists. He believes in the straight and namow path of true orthodoxy
and those who stiay from this must forthwith remove themselves from
his ken. How then am I'to remove thit doubt and difficultyy Will
Sic Mohammad help in Jolving the riddle?

11. Orthodox of All Religions, Unite!'

Some years ago [ happened to be in Benares and as 1 was driving
through the narrow city streets, my car was held up by a crowd. A
procession was passing throngh and, apart from the processionists,
there were many sightseers and little boys imtent on sharing in the fun.
Crowds interest me and I got down Rom the car to find out what was
afoot. Thé procession was certainly an interesbug one and it had
certain umque features. We saw Brahmans, the most orthodox of their
kind, with all manner of caste-marks proudly displayed on their fore-
heads, marching shoulder to shoulder with bearded moulvies; the prdests
from the ghats fratemized with the mullahs from- the mosques, and
onc of the standards they carned in triumph bore the Baming device:
“Hinde Mrso dman Fhta K Joi —Victory to Hindu-Muslim  Unity!
Very gratifying, we thought.  But still what was all this about?

We soon found out from their cries and- the many other standards
they carried. This was a joint protest by the orthodox of both reli
gions against the Sarda Act (or perhaps it was z Bill at the time)
which prohihited marriages of girls under fourteen, The pious and the
holy of bath feiths had joined manks and bands to declure that they
wﬂdnotmbmuttothuoutngemthmﬁqatmndnmandmut
cherished nights. Were they going to be ballied by the threab of
socalied reformens into giving op thew wght b meny child-wives?

). Alinos Disirict [a0, 23 Angust 1915, FublioheCR Moy Koo, Devecer
nis, . Q5OL
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Neverl  Law or no lfaw they would continue to. many little immature
girls—for was uwat postpuberty marriage 2 sin?—and thus enhance the
glory of religion. Had nat a noted Vaidpa (physician) of  Benares
stated that in order to proclaim his adheience to the ancicnt dharma
-and his abhorrence of new-fangled notions like the Sarda Act, he, even
he, althoush he was round about sixty years of age, would mamry afresh
a girl under the prescribed legal age? Faith and religion had built up
their great structutes on the sacrifice of their votaries. Surely the
movement against the Sawda Act would pot lack its martyrs,

We mixed with the crowd and marched along for some distance by
the side of the procession. Devadas Gandhi was with me and some
Benares friends and soon we were rtecognized by the processionists.
They did not welcome us or shower preetings on us, and I amn afraid
we ‘did not encourpge themn to do so. Our looks and attite separated
us from the ranks of the faithful-we had neither beards nor caste-
maiks—and we carried on an iueverent and somewhat aggressive com-
mentiry on the procession and its sponsors. Offensive slogans were
hurled at us and there was some jostling about.  Just then the proces-
ston arrived af the Town Hall and for some reason or other started
stone throwing. A bright young person thereupon pulied some crac-
kers and thay Dad an extraodinary cffect on the serried ranks of the
athodox.  Pwidently thinking that the. police or the inilitary had
opened fire, they dispersed and vanished with exceeding rapidity. A
tew crrckers weie cuongh to put the procession to flight, but not even
3 ercln s Tequ .ved to make the Brtisk Covernment in Indm
surtepeier on this issue, A little shouting, in which oddly enough the
Muslims toak the leading share, was enough to kill and bury the Sarda
Act. 1t was feeble enongh al birth with all manner of provisions which
Nindered Bir enforeement and them it gave six months’ grace which
msnlted oo vay spate of child marriages.  And  then, after the
weie  over?  Dothing  happened;  child  marriages
covitiaed v hofme and povernment and  magistiates looked  the
withe the Barda Act was torn to shreds and east to the dogs.
e mstsvied the perssa v b 0 ventured to bring a breach to a coutt,
Aot nto twuble Tor his poins and was ﬁﬂtd Tree, o one
instanes 4 Punjab willager who had given s ten-year doughter in mor-
fage and deliberaicly broken the provisions of the Sarda Act despite
Wa.nmg was sentenced fo one month’s imprsonment.  Bat this error
vn the put of the magistrate \..15 soun tectified by the Punjab Govem-
ment wha hastened to send @ telegram ordenng the rclease of the offen-
der against the Act. {This case h.as been tken from. Miss EF_Rathbope’s

interesting little' book,” Child Marriage.)

siv ot

e

v



Pandit Nehru's Letters

Khan was the ideal representative of this unity and solidarity of
religious belief, . .

Whether this s so I do not know and 1 should welcome wiser -
people to inform me. I have long had a vague kind of idea, however,
that he hardly belongs to the inmer orthodox fold, and I have admired
him for the truly wonderful way in which he manages to combine,
and gracefully cairy in bis own person, the most contradictory qualities,
and to take part in multifarious activities which appear to be wmutually
antagonistic and irreconcilable.  He is the head and spiritaal leader of
a widespread and wealthy seet and, [ am told, that almost divine
attnbutes arc assigned to him by his dévoted followers, He is said
to derive a vast ecclesiastical revenue from the faithful, and onc of his
sources of income is supposed to be the granting of spirtual favours
and mdulgences. [t is interesting to find these old-world practicés being
continued today w an intensive form.  But the really cemarkable fact
15 that the spiritual head who supports and encourages these practices
i5 3 modem of modemns, highly cultured in western ways, a prince of
the tud, most at home in London and Paris. Only 2 remarkabie
persouality could successfully carry this donble burden. The Aga Khan
not only docs so with supreme case, but he adds to it many public
and political activitics as well as the leadership of the [ndian Muslims.
That is an astouishing feat which, even though onc may disagree with
the Aga Khan, flls oue with adwmiration for him.

But the question that is troubling me, as a result of reading
Sit Mohaimnad {ghal’s statement on the solidarity of Islan, is how all
this fits i with that solidadty. It may be perfectly justifiable to spend
the money of the taithful on racing; that, after all, is 2 minor matter.
But is the Aga Khaw's scet a partuer in that Islamic solidarity or not? T
senremnber veadme Jong ago Mark Twain’s account of a visit paid by
the Aga Khan to him &t Bombay. Mark Twain's Indian servant burst
inte his hotel room one day in a state of exticme cxcitement and
anmonnced that God had come to pay a call on him. Many pray to
God daily—and Mark T'wain was a 1eligions type of man—and each
onc of us, according to his early teaching or mental and spiritual
development, has bis own couception of God. But the best of us are
apt to be taken aback by u sudden visitation of the Almighty. Mark
I'wain, after he had recovered from his initial surprise, discovered that
God bhad come to hint i the haudsoroe. and corposcal shape of the
Aga Khun ' o - T

This chancterization of the Aga Khan as God was uo doubt a foolish
ertor of Mark Fwam's servant—and the Aga Khan cannot be held
responsible for it = So far as 1.Jmow, he does not, claim jdivinity. But
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there scem to be a large oumber of foolish persons about who asenhe
certun divine of semi-divine attnbutes 1o him. Some of the propagand-
ists of the scet deseribe lom as an avatar or incamnation of the divinity.
They have evary right to do so if they Gelieve in it. 1 have absolutely
no complaint.  But how does all this &t in with the solidenty of
Islam?

A story that bas loug fascinated me s the account of the Aga Khan
giving chits or noics of mtroduction: fou the archangel Gabriel to hi
followess, or some of thess. This, so the tale tans, s to ensure thew
comfart and happmessan the et wosld, 1 cannat vouch for the tath
of this storr, hut 1 do hope that it s based on fact. There 1 httle
of romance left wo this diab and drepry world, and o correspond with
au arclangel b ou aiptivating ider, it seems to bung heaves nearer
and even our hfe hue dowe below assumes a1 roster hue,

Then there w anether storv, not so atlaactive, but nevertheless extra-
ordinary covaph. § had heard of it previously and fately | read an
account o2 boak by 1o Awmerican dravelien Colonel B Alexander
Powell, s his The Last Henre of Mystery, refernpg to the Aga Khan says:

His. sapctte s s zieat, indeed, w0 the cyes ot fus followers, that
the water v which le bathes s carefuily conserved and  sold
aupuaily to the epresentabives of the varions Mohammedan sects
at a cercnony 1€k ouce each year at Agy Khan Hall in Bombay.
The pnce paid for this holy water is the Aga Khan's weight in gold.
the scales used for the weighing ceremany hemg adjusted to the
fraction of an ocunce troy  As the Aga Khan s a plump little
mayn, the price paid for fus nsed bath water ¢ a high one

Coiene! Powell has probably added some journalstic and  fancy
touches of Lis own to this account. But the story is an old and oft-
repeated ane and. to my knowledge, has never been contradicted.  If
the Apa Khan son find a profitable use for his bath water and at the
sae time serve and exaft fath, surely i s no one’s business to object
Tastes differ and it takes ail sorts to make this world of ouis. But again
1 am led te wonder if all thy furthess the solidarity and ‘democtacy
of Isham’, )

Anether incident comcs to my mind. It was after the War when
Kewal Pasha had driven out the Grecks and established himself firmly
in power-in Turkey. His casual treatment of the mew \Caliph, appomted
by him, drew forth a protust®~a very polite protest—from the Aga

2. Along with Sa}véd-mnir Ali, the Aga Khan wrote 3 letter to Ismet Pasha,

Princ Minister of ~Turkey, protesting against the threatened attacks on the
powars of the Caliph.  The letter was condemned as British propaganda.
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Khan and M:. Amic Al Kemal Pasha scented an English conspiracy
and suddenly started a fheree attack on England, the Aga Kban, the
Caliph and some Constantingple jovrvalists.  He was not very polite
to the Aga Khan and drew all nanner of unjust inferences from his
long and iuthuzte assooution with the Brtish Goverminent and the
ruling classes. e pointed out that the Aga Khan had not been keen
on followiig the previens Caliph's religious mandate when war had
broken out between Turkey and England. He even stressed that the
Aga Khan was no true Muslim, or at any rate, not an orthodox one,
for did he not buoug to a beretical sect?  All this and much more
be said, keen ou zaining his end, which was to discredit the Aga Khan
and oake buo ont to be an sccomplice of British foreipn policy.  And
making the Age Klonr's move a pretext, the Atatish put g end ta the
ancint Khildfat

Kemal Fasha can hardly be snid to be an anthooty en Isizo, for he
has delibetely broken away from nmauy of ity tenets Hu o awotives
were  purely  polihical, but- his entiosmy were oot whioss swithout
apparent foree,

As Uwote s, another aspeet of the Aga Kbaw's manvsdd perse.
nai:ty comes up before me. I given in an mtima tL.. cven ilay
account and iy thes all the wore valuable and sevealing, 1t appears
in the Lendon Bystander and | have come acress it in a guotation n
the New Statesrnun. This tcils us that,

Although the Aga Khaa loves the good things of lite—he is u
great gourmel and has his own cook-——there iy a verv considerable
spiritual side to Ius Jife. 1bis hard o pn o down exactly on
this puint. But he will adimit to a strong fecling of the battle
between good and evil. At any mate, he is 2 wouderfully good
sportsiman, and when Jack Joel offered hmi a blank cheque the
other day for Bahram he refused becsuss he said he wanted in his
decrepit okl age to be wheeled alvugside his Derby winner and
say, ‘Well, that was a jolly dayl’

Much to my regret I have never met the Aga Khan. Only once
have T seen him. This was In the early noncooperation days at a
Khilafat mceting in Bombay, where 1 sat not far from him oo the
platforn:.  But this glimpse of an attractive and remarkabic personatity
was Rardly satisfying, aud I have often wanted to find out what curious
quality he posscsses ‘which cnables him to 6l with d'stinction so many
and such varied roles, combinigg the thirtcenth century with the

(1849-1928}; member; Beagal Legislative Counct, 1878, judge, Calcotta High
Court, 1890; appointed fo the judicial committee of the Povg Coundl. 1909
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twentieth, Mecca and Newmarket, this world and the next, spirituslity
and racing, politics and pleasure. Wide mdeed mmst be the mange of
Islam to include all this in its unity and solidarity.

But looking at Sir Mohammad Iqbal's statement I am agam led to
doubt, for Sir Mohammad scems to have little love for the non-<conform-
ists. He believes in the straight and narrow path of tue orthodoxy
and those who stiay from this must forthwith remove themselves from
his ken. How then am I.{o remove this doubt and difficulty? Will
Sic Mohamnmad help in Jolving the riddle?

11. Orthodox of All Religions, Unitef!

Some years ago [ happened to be i Benares and as I was dnving
through the narcow city streets, my car was held up by 2 crowd. A
procession was passing thiough and, apatt from the processionists,
there were many sightseers and lite boys intent on sharing in the fum.
Crowds mterest me and [ got down from the car to find out what was
afoot. The procession was certainly an interesting one and it had
certain umque features. ‘We saw Brahmans, the most orthodox of therr
kind, with all manner of caste-marks proudly displayed on their fore-
heads, marching shoulder to shoulder with bearded moulvies; the prests
from the ghats fratemized with the mullths from the mosques, and
onc of the standards they cawmed in triumph bore the flaming device:
Hinde Mo dman Elta K Jai ~Victory io  Hindu-Muslint  Unityl
Ve gmtmmg, we thought. But stll what was all this about?

We soon found out from their cries and- the many other standards
they carried. This was a joint protest by the orthodox of both reli-
gions agamst the Sarda Act (or perhaps it was a Bill at the time)
which prohihited marriages of girls under fourteen, The pious and the
holy of both faiths had joined ranks and hands to declure that they
wﬂdnotmbmntmthwoumgemthmdhdmmhnmmd most
cherished rights, Wete they going to be bullid by the threabs of
pocalied reformes into giving up thex dght tb mmry child-wives?

I Alnoss Disteict Joil, 25 Awgqust 1935, PobliseiCi Mbdrn. Npn, Duvscba
HY, o 8560L
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Neverl Law cr no law they would continue to. marry little immature
girls—for was not postpuberty marriage a sin?—and thus enhance the
glory of religion. Had not a noted Vaidpa (physician) of Benares
stated that in order to proclaim his adheience to the ancient dharmg
and his abliorrence of new-fangled notions like the Sarda Act, he, even
he, althoush he was round about sixty years of age, would marry afresh
a gitt under the prescribed fegal age? Faith and religion had built up
their great slructures on the sacrifice of their votaries. Surely the
movement against the Sarda Act would not lack its martyrs.

We mixed with the crowd and marched along for some distance by
the side of the procussion. Devadas Gandbi was with me and some
Berares friends and soon we were tecognized by the processionists.
They did not welcome ns or shower greetings on us, and I awn afraid
we did not encourage themn to do so. Qur looks aud attire separated
us from the ranks of the faithful-we had neither beards nor caste-
marks—and we carried on an irreverent and somewhat aggressive com-
mentiry on the procession and its sponsors. Offensive slogans were
hurled ai us 4ad there was some jostling about.  Just then the proces-
siom arrived at the Town Hall snd for some reason or other started
stone throwing, A bright young person thereupon pulicd some crac-
Lers and tios had ap extruordinary cffect on the scrried ranks of the
erthodox.  Vvidently tiinking that the. police or the military had
opened fire, they dispersed and vanished with excceding ‘rapidity. A
tew emchirs woie coongh to put the procession to flight, but not even
a wacke was tequited to make the British Covernment in  India
sarrensier on Uy Esue A little shouting, in which oddly enough the
Mushims ook the lading share, was enough to kill and bury the Sarda
Act. 1t was foulle enongh ab birth with all inanner of provisions which
o dered s endotcement and fhen it gave six months’ grace which
rsnited o vay spate of child mactiages. And ther, after the

©weie over?  DMothimg  bappened;  child  maroages

six i

(ERTR WY hofae and povumment and  negistiates looked  the
i - hie Sarda Ack wes torn o shreds and enst to the dogs.
In sy cr the perno v o vealned to bring 2 ieach to 2 court,

- A
it rod inio heuble loc Bis peins and was Gned. True, iaone
justanee 4 Funjsb villager who had givin kis tenyeat dagghter In mar-
siage and delberaicly broken the provisions of the Sarda Act despite
wammnug was senteuced to one month’s pnprisonruent.  But this error
on the pal of Lie magistmte was so0n rectified by the Punjab Covern-
ment who hastened to send a telegram erdering the yelease of the offen-
der against the Act. {This case has been taken from Miss EF. Rathbone’s,
interesting Jittle book, Child Marriage.)
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The Pakrstan Fimes , 9 Nov, 1977

In Igbal’s Company for Thirty Years

by: K.A Waheod
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me and wanted me 10 typewrite
it mvsell. | did so Ihe article
covered some twemty-five mol-.
scap pages. When | took this iype-
sCHp to him bhe corrected it
using mv pep for the purpose.
Every page was full of correc-
tlons made by him. Lo som# -ases
be had scored owt a whole page
and writtes {t afresh either in
the margin o1 on the reverse of
the sheet. 1| made out 3 Hresh
copy of the long, corrected article
which was published in a single
special issue of ‘Islam’ dated lan.
22, 193 It csused a lot of stir
in the country. The original
typeacript, which had been cor-
rected and signed by the author,
remained 1o mvy vossession . for
aimost twenty years

1o the carly 19%0's 1 was pud-
lishing another English fortnishily.
‘Al-lsiam’. at Karachi. At that
time the Qadiani daily ‘Al-Pazl’
of Rabwah published a series of
editorials claiming that the article
‘islam and Ahmadiam’' was oot
written by Sir Mohammad lqgbal,
and on the ts of Internal evi-
dence clalmed that 1t eculd not
have been written by him

1 published a front-page articlo
ip ‘Ai-lslam’ saying thal the ork
ginai typescript of the articte io
question was still in my posses-
sion, .and 1 published 8 photo-
graph of the Iast page of the
script st the end of which the
followlng words appesared:

“]  authorise the Anjuman
Khuddam-ud-Lin, Lahore to
publish the above in _the form
of a pamphlet for free circula-

tion.”
Kohammad Iqbal!
1-1-1936

This again caused a great stir
snd soine public organtsations
wanted to have it Ip their safe
custody. 1 gave it to the \gbal

and it is ever since In
safe custody with the National
Museum at ‘Karachi, where oll the
waluabla documents of the Aca-
demy are kepl



Tho Pakislar Times , 9 Nov, 1977

Last days of the sage

by: Mian Mohammad Shafi

"H:s crowning act of glory, o
loouxua, was  his -brilliant , state
‘ment on an issue which +£or over
5) years had caused an unending
acrimonious dehate betwext
“orthodbx - Muslims, .on  the om
"hand, and the Ahmadiyya com-
munity, on the other, about the
lr\::au.l significance of the ‘funda
, mental doctrine of  the Finality
' of “Prophethood as enshrioed Ir
the person of the last of tht
. Prophets of Allah. The occasion
.was provided by an article by
Pandit Nehru in the ‘Modein
Review' in- which  he dubbed
opposition to Ahmadiyvat as @
manifestation of narmow Muslim
communalism, This article by a
well-known Indian leader syn
chronised with & bitter contro
versy  between the'lvaders. of
the Majlis-i~Ahrar and the mis
sionaries of the Ahmadis. The
whole atmosphere in the country
was reeking - with uneasiness.
Allama Igbal for the first Ume,
without using a smgie offensive
phrase and unworthy impression_
in simple but forceful tanguage.
explained , at length the cultural,
spiritual and political implica.
tions of the advent of a prophet
after Mohammad (peace be on
him) in a country like Iindia wheru
people were held under bondace
by a foreign rule. What the
Ahrars. and other orthodox Mus-
lim theologians could not achievs
during their life-long crusade was
accomplished by Igbal in one
lucid statement. I must sa that
I have not so far seen a single
statement from any quarter
which satisfactorily answers ,the
relevant questions, raised ' bv
Allama Igbal about. why. anyone
need claim to be a prophet re
colving revelation from God after
Mohammad  (peace be.on him)
whoss revelaticns From Allah are
enshrined in the Holy Quran
which is the guidance for
mankind for. all times to.come.,
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